
In Formula 1: The Impossible Collection, writer Brad Spurgeon 
has catalogued a visually stunning list of 100 of the sport’s 
greatest moments. He explains the difficulty involved in 
distilling seven decades of history down to 100 iconic images 
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Alain Prost leads at the 
start of the 1982 Caesars 
Palace Grand Prix. Below: 
classic F1 imagery from 
the ‘57 Monaco GP.

Formula 1: The Impossible Collection is hugely 
impressive, quite literally in terms of the book’s 
size. How did the project come about?

The Impossible Collection by the Assouline 
publishing house is a series in their top line  
of ‘ultimate’ books, each about a subject seen 
through a list of 100: the world’s 100 greatest 
golf courses; 100 great moments of American 
football etc. Martine Assouline – who founded 
the company with her husband, Prosper – is a 
friend of FIA President Jean Todt and she asked 
him to recommend a writer to do a book about 
Formula 1. Jean suggested me and I jumped at 
the offer, feeling a wonderful synergy between 
this publishing house with its oversized, 
extraordinary, ‘impossible’ book concept and 
the world’s most oversized, extraordinary and 
impossible-seeming motor racing series.

What criteria did you use to choose the 100 
great moments from Formula 1’s first 70 years?

My first step was to read several other 
Impossible Collection books to see what kind 
of moments had made it into other lists. Using 
those as my guide, I decided that I had to 
choose moments in F1 history that stood out in 

an impossible way, or that had a long-lasting or 
important effect on the series’ development. 
They would also most often express some 
greatness of the human spirit or achievement. 

Were there moments you had to cut that caused 
you pain? 

Absolutely. I made a shortlist of 150, and 
narrowed that down through either elimination 
or sometimes by combining moments together 
– like the two title-deciding crashes in Suzuka 
between Alain Prost and Ayrton Senna in 1989 
and 1990. Some I loved but couldn’t get in 
anywhere, such as the one at the 1986 German 
Grand Prix at Hockenheim, when the top four 
cars all ran out of fuel at the end of the race. 
Prost began to push his McLaren over the final 
metres towards the finish line. However, part of 
my decision to delete it was that there was the 
similar but even more astounding moment in 
1959 when Jack Brabham pushed his car across 
the line at Sebring, which enabled him to win 
the drivers’ title.

Which moment resonates most strongly for you?
Moment 83, the French Grand Prix at Magny-
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Cours on July 21, 2002. With six races left in 
the season, Michael Schumacher won his fifth 
drivers’ title, his third for Ferrari, and equalled 
Juan Manuel Fangio’s record. For 45 years no 
one had thought it possible that a driver would 
do that. The photo crosses two pages and it is 
a transposition of two photos by Bernard Asset, 
of Schumacher in his Ferrari that weekend and 
of a full moon low in the sky above the car, 
seeming to say: “The moon is the limit!”  

Finally, during the writing process, was there 
anything that surprised you or presented an 
unexpected challenge? 

I completely underestimated the amount of 
work involved in writing the captions for the 
100 moments! I had thought the heavy-lifting 
would involve the choice of moments and 
writing what became a 65-page introduction. 
But when I sat down to do each 100-word 
caption, I realised how full of facts each had  
to be. Everything from the precise date of  
the event, to the length of a track at the 
time, age of the driver, number of spectators 
present... Previous statistics had to be  
checked many times over! 

Formula 1: The 
Impossible Collection  
– 100 Memorable 
Moments in the World’s 
Favorite Motorsport  
is published by 
Assouline and is 
available at assouline.
com priced at $995, 
€920 and £775. PH
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